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(54) Sealing Member 

(57) A sealing member for the gap 
between a bath or basin and an 
adjacent wall has a first limb (10) 
provided with a first sur^e (40) 
capable of securing to a first surface 
(26) through the intennediary of an 
adhesive (41 , 42). the first limb (1 0) 
having a flexible sealing Pip (1 5) which 
sealingV engages the first surface 
(26). The first limb (1 0) is substantially 
rigid and has between its erKis a 
second limb (1 8) extending therefifom, 
the second limb (18) being provided 
with a flexible sealing lip j^O). 
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SPECIFICATION 
Seafing Member 

The present Invention relates to a sealing 
anclA>r edging member of a form to seal or 
5 otherwise close a Joint between two surfaces 
extending at an angle to each other. 

The invention has particular application to 
sealing surfaces which are likely to be subjected 
to the presence of liquids for example sealing the 
1 0 gap between a bath, sink or basin and an adjacent 
wall. The sealing member of the present invention 
is also suitable for ctosing the gap between a 
kitchen working surface and an adjacent wall to 
prevent liquid anchor small particles of food 
15 enteririg any gap between such a working suface 
and adjacent walls. 

Sealing members for the above mentioned 
purposes have been proposed and are in use to 
dose the gap between two surfaces extending 
20 substantially at right angles to each other. 

However, the sealing members available 
are, in some cases, even though effective, of 
cumbersome and expensh^e construction and may 
also be aesthetically unacceptable. Other known 
25 sealing members are made from a flexible 

material which is prone to easy and permanent 
distortion preventing satisfactory sealing engage- 
ment from being maintained between the two 
surfaces. 

30 It is an object of the present Invention to 
provide an Improved sealing member which 
overcomes or substantially reduces the above 
mentioned problems. 

According to one aspect of the present 

35 invention we provkle a sealing member 

comprising a first substantially rigkl limb having 
upper and bwer boundaries between which 
boundaries extends at least along part thereof a 
first substantially planar face capable of 

40 attachment to a first surfece arKi a secortd face 
from whk^h extends^ intermediate said 
boundaries, a second limb having an outer end 
capable of er>gagement with a second surface. 
Preferably a substantial part of said secoruJ 

45 limb is substentially rigid. 

Preferably said first limb is provkied with a 
flexible sealing lip on at least one of saki 
boundaries. 

Said first limb may be provkied with two 

50 flexible sealing lips each extending beyond a 
respective upper and kiwer t)oundar/. 

Preferably said second limb is provided at Hs 
outer end with a flexible sealir^ lip. 

The first limb though substantially rigkl is 

5 5 conveniently of small thickness, that is the 

distance between sakJ first face and said secorKi 
face, is preferably less than 5 millimetres and 
convenientiy approximately 3 millimetres 
Conveniently said first limb may have a tapered 

60 cross section, being thk:ker adjacent the junction 
with saki second limb and thinr^er adjacent the 
upper bourtdary where rt adjoins said flexible 
sealing lip. 

The proviskm of a substantially rigkl but thin 



65 first limb not only provkies a sealing member 
which is aesthetically pleasing In use but it also 
enables at least part of said first limb to t>e 
covered for example by ceramic tiles without 
deflecting such tiles from their intended position 

70 parallel to the wall on which they are mounted. 
Convenientiy. the second limb presents an 
abutment surfece or a boundary to such covering 
such as ceramic tiling. 

Preferably said sealing member is formed from 

75 a plastics material and convenientiy may be made 
by an extrusion process, the or each flexible 
sealing lip being formed simultaneously by either 
substantially decreasing the thk:kness of the 
material used for said limbs to provide a flexible 

80 sealing lip for one or more boundaries of said 
limbs and/or otherwise changing or treating the 
composition of the material in the regions where 
the flexible lip is desired. 

Conveniently the or each flexible sealing lip is 

85 fonmed simultaneously with the limbs by a co- 
extrusion process wherein the material from 
which the limbs are made Is different from the 
material from which the or each flexible sealing lip 
is made. 

90 The securing of the sealing lips to the limbs 
takes place during extrusk>n of the material while 
the material is in a soft state. 

Preferably the limbs of the sealing member are 
made frem a plastics material and convently they 
95 are made from U.P.V.C.. and the sealing lips are 
preferably also made from a plastics material 
which may be P.V.C. preferably having nitrile 
rubber ^Jditives. 

The provision of substantially rigid limbs 

1 00 provided with flexft>le sealing lips ensuring that 
when the sealing member is secured in a sealing 
position the rigklity of the limbs enables the 
sealing lips to be firmly and sealingly engaged 
with the surfaces to be sealed. 

1 05 The sealing member of the present invention 
by the provision of the substantially rigid and 
planar first limb enables the strip to be securely 
fastened to a surface for example a wall and, 
when provided with a flexible seaiir>g strip 

110 extending t)eyorKl its upper boundary such sealing 
strip may make seafing engagement with the walL 
The second limb which is preferably substantially 
rigid and may have a sealing lip at Its outer end 
enabling said sealing lip to be firmly positioned in 

115 sealing engagement with said second surfoce. 
Since the second limb extends from the first 
limb between the boundaries, the first limb 
presents first face parts of said first surface on 
both the upper arxJ bwer sides of said second 

1 20 limb thereby minimising the possibility of impact 
on said second limb causing the first limb to 
t>ecome released from said first surfoce. 

It Is another object of the present invention to 
provide a new or improved method of attaching a 

125 sealing memt>erto a surface. 

According to another aspect of the Invention 
we comprise a method of securing a sealing 
member to a surface comprising the steps of 
positiorung a pliable adheshre between said 
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surface and said sealing member applying a force 
between said surface and said sealing member 
sufficient to cause said pliable adhesive to engage 
said surface and said sealing member along 
5 substantially the whole length of adjacent surface 
portions of said sealing member and said surface. 

Preferably said method of securing the stealing 
member to said surface includes a step in which 
the force applied between the sealing member 

10 and said surface causes said adhesive to flow into 
any discontinuity In said surface such that after 
securing the sealing member to a norvplanar 
surfece the thidmc » of said adhesive between 
the sealing member and the surfiace is nor>- 

1 5 uniform. 

Preferably the sealing members comprises a 
first substantially rigid limb having upper and 
lower boundaries between which boundaries 
extends at least along part thereof a first 

20 substantially planar face capable of attachment to 
a first surfece and a second face from which 
extends immediate said boundaries, a second 
limb having an outer end capable of engagement 
with a second surfece. 

25 Preferably said sealing member includes any or 
all of the preferential features afore-described. 

According to a further aspect of the present 
invention to provide in combination a sealing 
member comprising a first substantially rigid limb 

30 having upper and lower boundaries, betweea 
which boundaries extends at least along part 
thereof a first substantially planar face capable of 
attachment to a first surface and a second face 
from which extends intermediate said boundaries 

35 a second limb having an outer end capable of 
engagement wfth a second surface, and a pliable 
adhesive through the intermediary of which said 
first substantially planar face can be attached to 
said first surface. 

40 Preferably said pliable adhesive comprises a 
butyl rubber adhesive and conveniently may be m 
tfieform of an elongated strip. 

Prsfierablytwoormoreof said strips of butyl 
rubber adhesh^ are provided and are secured to 

45 said first substantially planar face in relative 
spaced relationsh^ 

The adhe^ve means in combination with the 
seallrtg member provides a considerable improve- 
ment over known combination of adhesive and 

50 sealing member, since not only is the sealing 
member capable of effecting good sealing 
engagement with one or more surfaces, but the 
pliable adhesive is capable of flowing after on 
application of pressure, between tfie sealing 

55 member and the surface to which it is to be 
secured, thus effecting a secure bond between 
the sealing member and said surface along the 
entire length of the sealing member or at least 
along substantially the whole length thereof. 

60 Not only does the pliable adhesive affect a 
secure attachment to the sealing member to the 
said surface but also because of its capability of 
flowing into discontinuities or irregularities Hself 
provides a further sealing engagement between 

65 the sealing member and the surface. 



The application of two strips of adhesive by 
means of which the sealing member is secured to 
the surface ensures stable securement of the 
sealing memt>er to the surfaca 
70 The pliable adhesive is preferably one which is 
non-hardenable thus minimising or eliminating 
the occurrence of cracks of separation either from 
the sealing member or the surface to which it is 
attached. 

75 The invention will now be described in more 
detail by way of example only with reference to 
the accompanying drawings wherein: — 

Hgure 1 is a cros&«ection through one 
embodiment of sealing member of the present 
80 invention; 

Rgure 2 is a perspective view of the sealing 
member shown in Rgure 1 sealing the gap 
between a wall and the t>ath; 

Figure 3 is a sectional view of the sealing 
85 member shown In Rgure 1 providing a seal 
between two surfaces; and 

Rgure 4 is a perspective view of a furtfier 
installation of the sealing member shown in 
Figure 1. 

90 Rgure 5 is a cross^section of the sealing 
member shown in Figures 1 to 4 secured by 
. spaced strips of pliable adhesive; 

Rgure 6 is a section along tfie line A— A in 
Figure 5. 

95 Referring firstiy to Rgure 1 , the sealing 
member comprises a first limb 10 having an 
upper boundary 1 1 and a lower boundary 12. 

Thefirstlimb 10 has a first face ISanda 
second face 1 4. The thickness of the first limb 1 0 

100 between the faces 13 and 14 is preferably less 
than 5 millimetres and particularly may be about 
3 millimetres though the material from which the 
sealing member is made from UPVC compound 
enables the first Hmb 1 0 to be substantially rigid. 

105 A plastics material wfuch has been found to be 
particularly suitable is a UI^C compound made 
by ICI and soM under the Trade Marie WELVIC 
grade R7/570. The tensile strengtii of which is 
50.3 MN/m^ Exterxling beyond the upper 

110 bourKlary 1 1 of limb 1 0 Is a fle)dble sealing lip 1 5. 
• The sealing lip 1 5 may comprise a pwv.a material 
having nitrite rubber additives. The sealing lip 1 5 
is made thinner than the limb 10 and may 
possess sufficient fladbility to enable it to bend 

115 and mould itself to inregularlties may possess 

sufficient flexibility to enable it to and mould itself 
to Irregularities in a surface to which the first limb 
1 0 Is to be secured. The sealing lip 1 5 is 
preferably formed simuhaneously with the 

1 20 formation of first limb 1 0 and second limb 1 8 by a 
co-extrustion process. Aftematively, the sealing 
lip 1 5 may be later secured to the limb 1 0 or may 
be othenMse mechanically or chemk»lly treated 
. to impart the desired flexibility therein. 

1 25 The sealing lip 1 5 extends from the first limb 
1 0 In a direction away from the second face 1 4 so 
that when the first limb 1 0 is secured to a surface 
the fiexible sealing lip 1 5 will be defbnned and by 
its own resilience urged against the surface to 

130 which the first limb 10 is secured. 
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Tbefirstface 13 of the first limb lOis 
substantially planar but may rf desired include 
small conrugations or other small defDrmities to 
enhance the bonding of adhesive compounds to 
5 enable the first limb 1 0 to be secured to a surface. 
The second face 14 may be provided with 
ridges such as those shown at 1 5 or channels or 
other decorative pattems as desired. 

Extending from the second face 1 4 of the first 

10. limb 10 is a second limb 18 which is formed of 
the same material from which the first limb 1 0 Is 
made and is substantially rigid. At the end 1 9 of 
second limb 1 8 is formed a flexible sealing lip 20 
substantially the same as the flexible sealing lip 

15 15 provided on the first limb 10. 

Referring now to Rgure 2, the sealing member 
IS shown secured to a wall 21 a first limb 10 
being secured to the wall 21 by any suitable 
method for example double-sided adhesh^ tape, 

20 onesideof which is secured to face 13offirst 
limb 1 0 and the other side to the wall 21 or any 
suitable adhesive may be used, the sealing lip 1 5 
being deformed so that It Is urged by its own 
resilience into contact with- the wall 21. Similarly 

25 the sealing lip 20 provided on second limb 1 8 is 
also deformed and thus by its own resilience 
urged into contact with the second surface 22 

which in this case is_die rim^ a bath. ^ 

Since both the first limb 10 of the second limb 

30 18 are substantially rigid the sealing lip 1 4 and 
20 are maintained in sealing engagement with 
the wall 21 and rim 22 of the bath respectively. 
The sealing member thus provides not only 
aesthetically pleasing appearance to dose the 

35 gap between the bath and the wall but also a 
highly effective seal to prevent water, from a 
shower for example running down the wall 21 
and through the gap 23 between the wall 21 and 
batii22. 

40 Referring now to Figure 3 the sealing member 
shown in Rgure 1 is illustrated providing a seal 
between a work surfece 25 and wall 28. In this 
application the first limb 1 0 is shown secured to 
the wall 26 by double-sided adhesive tape 27 

45 having a first adhesive side 28 secured directly to 
the face 1 3 of first limb 1 0 arkl a second adheshfe 
dde 29 which Is secured to the wall 26. E)ouble- 
sided adheshre tape such as that shown at 27 
enables the sealing member to be effectively and 

50 simply secured to any surface. 

Once again the substantially rigid second limb 
1 8 ensures that its sealing lip 20 makes sealing 
engagement with the wbric surface 25. 
It can be seen in Rgure 3 that the lower 

55 boundary 1 2 of first limb 1 0 is positioned 

adjacent the upper surface of the work surface 
25, the length of that part of the first limb 10 
below second limb 18 may be so dimensk>ned 
that when the lower boundary 1 2 abuts or is 

60 adjacent to the upper surface of the work surface 
25 or any other surface with which it is desired to 
make sealing engagement the flexible sealing lip 
is deformed by an optimum amount to ensure 
long lasting sealing engagement with the surface 

65 25. 



Such a provision makes it possible for the 
sealing member to be secured In position by 
unskilled person, the sealing member being 
position easily in Its correct position. 

70 Referring now to Rgure 4, a further benefit of 
the sealing member of the present invention is 
itiustratod in its use both as a sealing member and 
a finishing strip. 

Because of the substantially rigkt nature of the 

75 first limb 10 and the small dimension between 
first and second faces 13 and 14 respectively his 
possible for a wall 30 having ceramic tiles 3 1 
secured thereto to have affixed thereto the sealing 
member of the present invention. The tiles 31 

80 being continued over that part of the first limb 1 0 
that extends above the second limb 1 8. 
Because of the thickness of cement normally used 
to correctly affix ceramic tiles 31 to a wall 30, the 
thickness of the first limb 1 0 of the sealing 

85 member v^ll make an imperceptable drfforence to 
the general fiatness of the wall 30 thereby not 
detracting from the attractive appearGHioe of the 
tiles 31 . Rjrthermore, the second limb 1 8 
provides a neat boundary to the lower edge 32 of 

90 tiles 31. The first limb 10 may be tapered from a 
thicker region adjacent the Junction with second 
limb 1 8 to a thinner region adjacent sealing lip 
15. 

The sealing member thus not only provides an 
95 effective seal to prevent water and/or food 
particles for example entering a gap between a 
surface 33 and a tiled wall 30, it also provides 
aesthetically pleasing and functional boundary to 
the lower edge 32 of the tiles 3 1 . 

100 Referring now to Rgures 5 and 6 of the sealing 
member shown In Figure 5 is the same as the 
sealing member shown In Figures 1 to 4 and 
comprises a first limb 10 having an upper 
boundary 11 a fower boundary 12aftrstface 13 

105 aruJ a second fece 1 4w The upper bouruJary 1 1 of 
the first limb 1 0 has a fiexible sealing lip 1 5 a 
second limb 1 8 is provkJed with a flexible sealing 
lip 20. The sealing member is secured to the 
surface 40 by means of two spaced strips of 

110 pliable adhesive 41 and 41 such as a butyl rubber 
adhesive. The adhesive strips 41 and 42 adhere 
to the surface 40 and to the first face 13ofthe 
sealing member. 

The adhesive strips 41 and 42 may be of 

115 de^rable cross-section and conveniently may be 
round however when pressure is applied between 
the sealing strip and the surface 40, the adhesive 
will be squashed and fiow so as to take up the 
shape shown In Rgure 5. 

1 20 The pliable adhesive 41 and 42 Is particularly 
beneficial when securing the sealing member to a - 
non-plartar surface s»nce the adhesive will fiow 
into cavities and Irregularities provkled In such a 
surface. 

125 ' Figure 6 is a cross-section along the lines 
A--A shown in Rgure 5 and illustrates the norn 
uniform thickness of the adhesive strip 41 
suteequent to the application of pressure 
between the surface 40 ami the sealing member. 

1 30 Hat only does the ability of the adhesive to 
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flow provide good and secure engagement 
between the sealing strip and the surface 40, but 
furthennore^ h provides an additional seal 
between the surface 40 and the sealing member 
5 itself. 

It will be appreciated that the dimensions and 
the shape of the first and second limbs of the 
sealing member of the present invention may be 
changed to suit particular applications and the 

10 sealing member may be made from any suitable 
material and may comprise a composition of 
different materials 

The features disclosed in the foregoirig 
description, or the following claims, or the 

1 5 accompanying drawings* expressed in tiieir 
specific foirns or in terrns of a mearis for 
performing the disclosed function, (»- a method or 
process for attaining the disclosed result or a 
dass or group of substances or compositions, as 

20 appropriate* may, separately or any combination 
of such features, be utilised for realising the 
invention in divers forms thereof. 

CLAIMS 

1 . A sealing member comprising a first 

25 substantially rigid limb having upper and lower 
boundaries^ between wMch txxindaries extends at 
ieastpart thereof a first sut>stantially planar face 
capable of attachment to a first surface and a 
second face from v^lch extends, intermediate 

30 said boundaries, a second limb tiaving an outer 
end capable of engagement with a second 
surface. 

2. A sealing member as claimed in claim 1 • 
whmin a sut)stantial part of said second limb is 

35 substantially rigid. 

3. A sealing memt>er as claimed In claim 1 or 
claim 2 wherein said first limb is provided with a 
flexible sealing limb on at least one of said 
boundaries. 

40 4. A sealing memt>er as claimed in any one of 
. the preceding dalms wherein said first limb is 
provided with two flexible sealing lips each 
extending beyond a respective upper and lower 
bourxlary. 

45 5. A sealing member as claimed in any one of 
the preceding claims wherein said second limb b 
. provided at its outer end with a flexible sealing lip. 

6. A sealing member as claimed in any one of 
the preceding claims wherein the thickness of 

50 said first limb between said first face and said 
second face is between 5 millimetres. 

7. A sealing memt>er as claimed In any one of 
the preceding claims wherein said sealing 
member is formed from a plastic material. 

55 8. A sealing member as claimed in claim 7 
wherein said member Is made by extrusion 
process, the or each flexible sealirtg lip being 
formed simultaneously Le. substantially 
decreasing the thickness of the material used for 

60 sakl limb so as to provkfe a flexible sealing limb or 
othervWse chartging or treating the composition of 
the material extruded In the regions where the 
fl^'ble lip is desired. 

9. A sealing member as claimed in claim 7 



65 wherein the or each fi^ble sealing lip Is formed 
simultaneously with said limbs kiy co-extrution 
process wherein the material from v^lch the 
limbs are made is different from the material from 
the or each flexible lip is made. 

70 1 0. A sealing member as claimed in claim 7 
wherein the limbs of the sealing member Is made 
from new uP.V.C and the sealing lips are made 
from a P.V.C. having nitrile rubber additives. 

1 1. A sealing member as claimed In any one of 
75 the preceding claims wherein at least part of said 

second face of said flrst substantive rigid limb is 
non-planar. 

1 2. A sealing member as claimed In claim 1 1 
wlierein said second face is provided with ridges 

80 or channels running In the direction ak>ng the 
length of the sealing member. 

13. In combination a sealing member 
comprising a first substantially rigid limb having 
upper arKi lower boundaries, between which 

85 kK>undaries extends at least along part thereof a 
first substantially planar face capable of 
attachment to a first surface, arKi a second face 
which extends intermediate said boundaries, a 
second limb having an outer end capable of 

90 engagement with the second surface, and a 
pliable adhesive through the intermediary of 
which said first substantially planar face can be 
attached to said first surface. 

14. In combination a sealing member as 

95 claimed in any one of claims 1 to 1 2 and a pliable 
adhesive through the Intermediary of which said 
first 8ut>stantially planar face can be attached to 
said first surfaca 

1 5. A combination as claimed in claim 1 3 or 

1 00 claim 1 4 wherein sakl pliable aheslve comprise a 
butyl rut>ber adhesive^ 

1 6. A combination as claimed in any one of 
claims 13 to 15 wherein said pliable adhedve is ' 
provided in the form of an elongate strip. 

105 1 7. A combination as claimed in dalm 1 5 
wherein two strips of adheshre are provkJed 
adapted for securing to said first substantially 
planar face In relative spaced relationship. 

1 8. A method of securing a sealing member to 
110 a surface comprising the steps of positioning a 

pliable adhe^ve t>etween said surface and said 
sealing member, applying a force between sakl 
surfoce and sakl sealing memb^ sufficient to 
cause sakJ pliable adhesive to engage sakl surface 
115 and saki sealing member afong substantially the 
whole length of adjacent surface portions of said 
sealing member and said surface. 

1 9. A method of securing a sealing memt>er as 
claimed in dalm 18 wherein saki sealing member 

120* is as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 1 2. 

20. A method of securing a sealing member as 
daimed in claim 1 8 or dalm 1 9 wherein said 
adhesive comprises a butyl rut>ber adhesh^. 

21 . A method of securing a sealing member as 
1 25 claimed in any one of dalms 1 8 to 20 wherein 

said adhesive is provkled in the form of an 
elongated strip wherein the adhesive Is, on the 
application of pressure l>etween said strip and 
said surface, capat>le of flowing into 
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discontinuities in said surfoce to provide 
substantiat sealing engagement between said 
sealing member and said first surface. 

22. A method of securing a sealing member to 
5 a surface as claimed m claim 2 1 wherein two 

strips of adhesive are provided adapted for 
securing to said sealing member in relative 
spaced relationship. 

23. A sealing member substantially as herein- 
10 before described with reference to arxJ as 

illustrated in Rgures 1 to 4 of the accompanying 
drawings. 

24. A sealing member substantially as herein- 
before described with reference to and as 



1 5 illustrated in Rgures 5 and 6 of the accompanying 
drawings. 

25. In combination a sealing member and a 
pliable adhesive substantially as hereinbefore 
described with reference to and as Illustrated in 

20 Rgures 5 and 6 of the accompanying drawings. 

26. A method of securing a sealing member 
substantially as hereinbefore described with 
reference to and as illustrated in Rgures 5 and 6 
of the accompanying drawings. 

25 27. A sealing member and method of securirtg 
same Including any novel feature or novel 
combination of features disclosed herein and/or 
shown in the accompanying drawings. 
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